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DLPOA First LIP Progress Report – April 1 to June 30, 2021 
 

The DLPOA Eurasian Watermilfoil (EWM) Identification and Control Program 
moves from planning, education and fundraising as the snow and ice 

disappear from the lakes and surrounding land to activities on and in the 
water. 2021 is no exception, although the Working Group now has a much 

better idea of what needs to be done, by whom and when. During 2020 and 
following several years of monitoring the growth of EWM, the Working Group 

developed an action plan that focused on one outbreak. For 2021 the 
Working Group needs to evaluate the success of the 2020 mat deployment 

and continue with mat deployment as needed at the original outbreak and 
the three other outbreaks included in the MNRF Letter of Authority. 

Additional sightings of outbreaks by property owners have come to the 
Working Group and become items in the action plan that continues to evolve 

as conditions change. The following activities and results have occurred 

between April 1 and June 30, 2021. 
 

1. Following a delegation to Dysart Council in March the Working Group 
was prepared to work with staff to follow on the instructions of Council 

to respond to our request for assistance. Sadly, Dysart staff have not 
contacted us and requests for an explanation from Council have 

revealed nothing. The Working Group is also surprised by Dysart’s lack 
of action regarding the EWM outbreak at the Head Lake municipal dock, 

one year after it was brought to their attention by the Working Group. 
2. Following a well attended Zoom presentation to Dysart Lake 

Associations in April, the Working Group has provided presentation 
materials to the LKO executive for use with their membership. These 

materials are available for review on request. The LKO was also made 
aware of the continuing outbreak at the Head Lake boat launch and 

dock since many of their members use this facility to launch their boats 

and tie up for town visits.  
3. Two community-based research projects were negotiated and started 

during this reporting period. U-Links located 2 senior Trent University 
students whose programs allowed for research projects related to 

Eurasian Watermilfoil. One student is completing her research remotely 
as it involves literature and online searching pertaining to control 

methods. The second student has visited Drag Lake twice to test water 
quality and collect bottom samples at our 4 primary outbreak sites. His 

final visit will take place on July 14 at which time he will examine and 
describe weed species present at the 4 sites. The Working Group has 

provided on-water transportation and assistance during these visits. 
4. The Working Group has expanded its social media presence by 

launching a Twitter account and an Instagram account. 



2 

 

5. In anticipation of more reports of possible EWM outbreaks, the Working 
Group asked for volunteers willing to be trained and to respond as 

needed to visit reported outbreaks and verify the presence and exact 
location of each EWM outbreak. 20 lake residents responded to the call 

and have been assigned to verify 4 additional reported outbreaks. 
6. In recognition of the service and dedication of Mike Podmore, founding 

member of the Working Group who died suddenly this past winter, a 
new family event was launched at the end of June. Families are 

encouraged to experience the lake in a canoe, kayak, peddle boat or 
stand-up paddleboard in search of weed beds (all species). Entry in The 

Mike Podmore Memorial Weed Hunt is limited to 2020 or 2021 
association members. Every family will receive a prize and an entry into 

a prize draw. 
7. The Working Group requested a revision to the MNRF Letter of Authority 

to allow the use of burlap matting as well as coconut fiber matting and 

to start mat deployment early (June 1) if there is no spawning activity 
observed in the weed beds. The first part of the request was approved, 

the second for only one of four weed beds. The use of burlap and 
coconut fiber matting in one weed bed will allow a comparison of their 

respective effectiveness. 
8. The Working Group has chosen one newly identified outbreak to use as 

a trial of hand harvesting techniques. If the trial is successful, this 
technique offers a less costly control method and can be undertaken 

without MNRF approval, relying instead on the Invasive Species Act 
allowing property owners to remove invasive aquatics on their own or 

with assistance of the lake association. 
9. The Working Group visited the 4 original outbreaks to document spring 

growth in each weed bed and determine the area covered by each 
outbreak. This activity will be repeated following mat deployment and 

near the end of boating season. 

10. A number of in-kind donations were secured from Haliburton 
businesses. These will provide materials for matting activities and prizes 

for the event. 
11. A number of grant applications were completed and submitted. 

Presently only one is still active and under review, an application to the 
Ontario Wildlife Foundation. 

12. The fundraising campaign continued with donations to the EWM Fund 
totalling $43,000 at the end of June. 

13. The Working Group has identified almost 200 addresses around Drag 
and Spruce Lakes that have not contributed to the EWM Fund. 

Volunteers will visit each of these addresses this summer and offer 
property owners a written appeal to donate from the Working Group. 

14. An in-kind contribution was suggested by an association member and 
has been “approved” by the Working Group and launched. The member, 
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and his band, are offering to play rock covers in front of the dock of 
anyone who contributes at least $100 to the EWM Fund. 

15. The Working Group developed a plan for 2021 mat deployment and 
purchased materials to support the plan. The agreement with our dive 

company is that they will monitor weather conditions and propose dive 
days likely to provide a safe and productive day for all involved. 

16. The Working Group co-chairs, Jim Miners and Bert Bicknell, prepared 
presentation materials for the association annual general meeting 

scheduled for July 11. These materials are available for review on 
request. 

 

Questions for clarification or addition details should be directed to Jim at 

DSLPOAEWM@gmail.com. 

 

Submitted on July 14, 2021 by: 

 

Rick Wesselman 

Rick Wesselman 

DSLPOA President 

 

Jim Miners 

Jim Miners 

DSLPOA Vice-president 
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