
We are writing to you as one of your cottage association CEWF representatives to provide an update on 

the current water management situation across the reservoir lakes in Haliburton County and in northern 

Peterborough County. 

On March 23rd, the TSW posted their first water management Update of the season. We have reposted 

that on the CEWF website at (CEWF.ca). In this communication, we want to expand on the brief 

information note we posted on our website. 

In the TSW Update, they emphasize the risks associated with rising water levels with ice still on the 

lakes. The relatively early snowmelt and spring rainfall events are resulting in higher lake levels when 

there is still ice on most lakes.  The result is that ice sheets are no longer connected to the shore and are 

moving in the wind and impacting shorelines. As TSW points out, residents have to be prepared for ice 

flows impacting shorelines and related structures. Residents have to also recognize that with increased 

water flow under the ice,the thickness will be variable and very dangerous. 

We have seen and will continue to see significant rainfall and the snowpack melting over the reservoir 

area resulting in increased river flows and lake level increases. In some of the southern reservoirs in the 

Central Lakes area of northern Peterborough County, including Jack’, Crystal, Mississagua and Eels lakes, 

TSW has already begun limited log adjustments as the snow melt has proceeded. In some hard to fill 

reservoirs in the Gull and Burnt basins, limited log operations have also begun based on daily analysis of 

levels, melt rates and flows. 

However, we are entering a period when the goal of filling the reservoirs by late May must  be balanced 

against the priority focus of minimizing the risk of flooding associated with the combination of extreme 

spring rainfall events and snowmelt. Given the experience in recent years, particularly in 2013 and 2017, 

with extreme spring rainfall events and flooding, TSW will be actively managing levels and flows. The 

variability and the risk of concentrated rainfall events associated with our changing climate means that 

TSW water management team now manages based on the daily analysis of the latest data on water 

levels and flows, precipitation, snowpack melt rates, and weather forecasts. Early in the season flood 

risk mitigation must be their top priority. 

In recent years, each spring we have experienced unique circumstances governing water management. 

The following examples point to the need for caution in the coming weeks.  In 2013, we had an extreme 

spring rain event onto the last of the snowpack in Mid April as the reservoirs were filling. This resulted in 

very serious flooding in Minden and on Horseshoe Lake and downstream when the reservoir system was 

overwhelmed with the sudden increase in flow. In 2016, the highest flows were in late March when 

almost 100 mm of rain fell over the last 8 days of the month. In 2017, the reservoirs were coming up 

normally with snowmelt when the first week of May saw about 100mms of rain causing significant 

flooding in Minden, on the lower Burnt River and in some other areas. In 2018, the extreme runoff 

passed in April followed by a drought which meant some reservoirs were quite slow filling through June. 

Last year, in 2019, we had a late spring with a record snowpack at the end of March, followed by a very 

wet April with almost two times the normal rainfall. In many reservoirs, maximum levels were reached 

without the logs being put back in the dams. By maximizing downstream flows and then replacing the 

logs, the TSW was able to avoid serious flooding in most areas in spite of the exceptional volumes of 

water passed. 



This year, the early spring has led to runoff throughout the basin, although more so in the southern 

reservoir areas than in Haliburton where the main snowmelt is just beginning.  The conclusion of all our 

recent experience is that the only way to protect against flooding from extreme spring rains and snow 

melt is to balance filling the reservoirs against maintaining reserve storage upstream of vulnerable 

areas, like Minden.  

As we move forward through the next two months, we strongly encourage that Lake Associations 

monitor the Water Management Updates provided by the TSW.  Property Owners and Lake Associations  

can sign up to receive these updates directly by sending an email message to   

Ont.TrentSevern@pc.gc.ca  Alternatively, the Updates are posted on our website www.cewf.ca within a 

day usually with additional commentary from CEWF. 

Stay safe and stay well. 

Ted Spence, CEWF Chair; and Bruce McClennan, CEWF Vice-Chair. 
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