
Water Management Updates  
Water Level Management Update – March 9, 2017  
 
Parks Canada's water management team continues to actively monitor water levels and flows, and weather forecasts 
across the Trent-Severn Waterway. These factors are used to determine dam operations on a daily basis for the Trent-
Severn Waterway. 

For more information regarding watershed status, please visit the website of your local conservation authority. These 
are Kawartha Conservation, Otonabee Region Conservation Authority, Ganaraska Conservation Authority, Lower Trent 
Conservation Authority, Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority or, in all other areas of the Trent and Severn 
Watersheds, the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry. 

Snow 

Parks Canada conducts snow surveys for snow water equivalent and snow depth on a weekly basis and 
maintains several snow water equivalent sensors across the watershed.  Parks Canada observations 
combined with input from partner Conservation Authorities suggest that most of the snow is gone south of 
the Kawartha Lakes and at least midway up Lake Simcoe.  Snow measurements in the Haliburton area 
remain about normal for this time of year.   

Prior to the recent warm weather snow was well above average at all of Parks Canada monitoring 
locations.   

Haliburton and Northern Areas 

Flows are elevated on the Gull and Burnt Rivers due to the recent warm up and rainfall in February.  Lake levels are 
increasing and are higher than average; this is to be expected given the early season warm-up.  Much of the water is 
being drawn off now to leave room for the remaining snow. 

Kawartha Lakes and the Otonabee River 

Given the large amount of snow that was observed prior to the warm up in February the drawdown of the Kawartha Lakes 
was already well underway.  The warm up has resulted in water levels that are above seasonal levels which is not 
unexpected.  It is anticipated that the water levels will begin to level out from Balsam to Buckhorn Lake based on the 
forecasted colder weather. 

Flows will continue to increase down the Otonabee River as water levels continue to rise on Stony Lake.     

Rice Lake and the Lower Trent 

Rice Lake levels are slowly increasing and there is a significant water slope effect from the main Lake to the outlet in 
Hastings.  Flows in the Lower Trent have been quite variable as the smaller local water courses have already peaked and 
are coming back down while flows on the Otonabee River are increasing. 

Severn River 

Lake Simcoe is high for this time year.  This is a result of the most recent snow melt and the rain on snow event that 
occurred in late December early January.  Outflow from Lake Simcoe is still being maximized in order to provide as much 
storage as possible for those located downstream on the Severn River when the Black River peaks.  Flow continues to be 
passed through the valves at Lock 42; the lock gates themselves remain closed.  The total flow contribution from Lock 42 
to the Severn River is estimated to be 5% or less of total downstream flow.   

The Dam at Lake St. John is closed in order to keep the Black River from back flowing into the Lake.   

 
The Trent-Severn Waterway continues to work with local conservation authorities, municipalities and the Ministry of 

http://www.pc.gc.ca/apps/links/goto_e.asp?destination=http://kawarthaconservation.com/
http://www.pc.gc.ca/apps/links/goto_e.asp?destination=http://www.otonabee.com/
http://www.pc.gc.ca/apps/links/goto_e.asp?destination=http://www.grca.on.ca/
http://www.pc.gc.ca/apps/links/goto_e.asp?destination=http://www.ltc.on.ca/
http://www.pc.gc.ca/apps/links/goto_e.asp?destination=http://www.ltc.on.ca/
http://www.pc.gc.ca/apps/links/goto_e.asp?destination=http://lsrca.on.ca/
http://www.pc.gc.ca/apps/links/goto_e.asp?destination=http://www.ontario.ca/law-and-safety/flood-forecasting-and-warning-program


Natural Resources to ensure that accurate water shed information is relayed to the public. For up to date warnings and 
watches with regards to water levels in your region please click on the following links: 

Provincial and Local Flood Warnings 

Current Flood Information 

Otonabee Conservation 

Ganaraska Conservation Authority 

Kawartha Conservation 

Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority 

Lower Trent Conservation 

Notices to Shipping 

 

Regards,  
 

General Inquiries Administrator  
Trent-Severn Waterway National Historic Site  

Parks Canada / Government of Canada  

P.O. Box 567, 2155 Ashburnham Drive, Peterborough ON K9J 6Z6  

Ont.Trentsevern@pc.gc.ca / www.pc.gc.ca/trent  
 

Lieu historique national de la Voie-Navigable-Trent-Severn  

Parcs Canada, Gouvenment du Canada  

C.P. 567, 2155 promenade Ashburnham, Peterborough ON K9J 6Z6  
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http://www.pc.gc.ca/apps/links/goto_e.asp?destination=http://www.ontario.ca/law-and-safety/flood-forecasting-and-warning-program
http://www.pc.gc.ca/apps/links/goto_e.asp?destination=http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Business/EmergencyManagement/2ColumnSubPage/239496.html
http://www.pc.gc.ca/apps/links/goto_e.asp?destination=http://www.otonabee.com/
http://www.pc.gc.ca/apps/links/goto_e.asp?destination=http://www.grca.on.ca/
http://www.pc.gc.ca/apps/links/goto_e.asp?destination=http://kawarthaconservation.com/
http://www.pc.gc.ca/apps/links/goto_e.asp?destination=http://lsrca.on.ca/
http://www.pc.gc.ca/apps/links/goto_e.asp?destination=http://www.ltc.on.ca/
http://www.ccg-gcc.gc.ca/eng/CCG/Notship-Home
mailto:Ont.Trentsevern@pc.gc.ca
http://www.pc.gc.ca/trent
mailto:Ont.Trentsevern@pc.gc.ca
http://www.pc.gc.ca/trent

