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November 24, 2008 

Sent electronically to Prentice.J@parl.gc.ca
The Hon. James Prentice,
MP Calgary Centre - North 

Minister of Environment Canada
Dear Minister:
On behalf of the Advisory Committee of the Coalition for Equitable Water Flow (CEWF), I want to congratulate you on your re-election to Parliament, and for your appointment as Minister of the Environment. 

Last July, the Advisory Committee wrote to the then Minister of the Environment, Mr. Baird, to express our congratulations to the federally appointed members of the Panel on the Future of the Trent-Severn Waterway for producing an outstanding Report, “Its All About the Water,” and to the government for taking some early small actions aligned with the Panel’s recommendations.

We were also delighted to see that our local MP for Haliburton-Kawartha Lakes-Brock, Barry Devolin, played a leadership role in forming and co-chairing a federal-provincial Trent-Severn caucus.

The Advisory Committee is acutely aware of the economic issues facing the country.  We note that the Canadian Government supported the G20 recommendations for all governments to use fiscal measures to stimulate domestic demand.  It has also been reported that the Conservative Government has a strong desire to focus on a North America wide approach to climate change.

This letter is to urge you to take two important and immediate steps. The first is to initiate the process of creating the Independent Water Management Agency based on an integrated approach to watershed management as recommended by the Panel.  We believe that this step would require little, if any, additional financial resources.   The second step is in keeping with the current federal priorities outlined above and recommended by the Panel, and that is to immediately provide significantly more TSW infrastructure funding to create jobs and ensure the public safety of those threatened by the potential failure of the severely deteriorating and failing locks and dams of the TSW System.   
The CEWF stands ready, willing and able to work with all levels of government to see the recommendations contained in Its All About the Water implemented. 

Sincerely,

THE COALITION FOR EQUITABLE WATER FLOW – HALIBURTON SECTOR, TSW
Bonnie Fleischaker, Chair.
c.c.
Barry Devolin, MP-Haliburton, Kawartha Lakes, Brock

John Baird, Minister of Transport, MP Ottawa West- Nepean

Bruce Stanton, MP Simcoe North  

Coalition for Equitable Water Flow – Haliburton Sector, TSW

Mail: P.O. Box 481, Minden ON  K0M 2K0
E-mail: cewfchair@yahoo.ca


