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Devolin to table TSW bill by summer
By Chad Ingram
Tuesday, February 5, 2013 4:38:52 EST PM

 Haliburton-Kawartha Lakes-Brock MP Barry Devolin plans to table his private member’s bill
calling for changes at the Trent Severn Waterway by summer. 

In 2012, there were significant budget cuts at Parks Canada, which oversees the canal,
leading to numerous layoffs and a merging of its management with that of the Rideau Canal. 

However, Devolin doesn’t believe the TSW belongs under the purview of Parks Canada at
all. 

“The TSW should be a more independent entity,” he said, noting that the waterway, “is not a
park, it’s not a greenspace.” 

The MP’s bill will have three main recommendations, one of which is the creation of a new
governing body for the TSW, whether that be a Crown corporation or a stakeholder-based
board, something more along the lines of the Toronto Airport Authority. 

Devolin said he realizes a drawback to this latter approach may be the reluctance of the
federal government to hand over millions of dollars to a board of which it does not have
majority control. 

The model could be created solely for the TSW, or to oversee the five federally run
waterways in Ontario and Quebec. 

“The Trent Severn is by far the biggest and most complicated of the five,” Devolin said,
adding that if any of the waterways should stand on its own, it’s the TSW. 

Second, instead of being responsible to Parks Canada, which belongs to the Ministry of
Environment, Devolin believes the TSW should report to the Minstry of Transport,
Infrastructure and Communities. 

“The public perception of the TSW is different than the reality,” he said. “The public
perception is that it’s mostly about boating and a little bit about water management, when the
truth is, it’s mostly about water management and a little bit about boating.”

Third, Devolin said, “we need to disentangle the costs of water management, which doesn’t
make money, from navigation and visitors’ services, which should be able to support itself.” 

The MP believes the government needs to heighten the tourism profile of the TSW, which
contains the two highest hydraulic liftlocks in the world at Peterborough and Kirkfield. 

“Maybe getting someone who worked for Carnival Cruises or someone who worked for
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Paramount Canada’s Wonderland or someone who worked for Whistler,” Devolin said. “We
need someone who comes from that world.” 

He’s met with politicians along the waterway, including Haliburton reps, in the drafting of the
bill, a process that is still underway. 

“To write a private member’s bill you have to be very specific,” he said. “I had sort of self-
imposed a deadline of Christmas, but I wasn’t ready. It seemed silly to turn something in
that’s not finished.” 

A Feb. 5 statement from the Coalition for Equitable Water Flow read, “The coalition believes
that any new approach to TSW governance must make integrated water management  at the
watershed level a top priority along with adequate infrastructure funding and support for canal
operations.”

While Parks Canada had proposed a new fee structure to come into effect for the TSW in
2014 as a means of increasing revenue, it was scrapped in January due to negative public
reaction. 

The proposed fees would have increased the cost of passage for the length of the canal from
Trenton to Port Severn for a 30-foot vessel from $140 to more than $800. 

“They haven’t really said what they’re going to do,” Devolin said. “What I have said is first of
all, I like the idea that the TSW is putting something out there a year in advance and actually
seeking public input.” 

The MP reiterated that lockage fees, which have been frozen for five years, will remain the
same in 2013 as they were in 2012. 

There may be some changes to mooring fees and operating hours have been reduced for the
upcoming season. 




